
WHAT IS 
REALLY 

IN THE POLK 
COUNTY 
PUBLIC 

SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES? 

What are your tax dollars being spent on?  

 



"We have a system for the books to follow and I think people are following it. We've got a 
great list, and that's what we're gonna do. We're gonna follow policies and procedures.”   

How is that working out for our children? 

 

To date, Polk County has not removed ANY challenged books, including those 
featuring content that includes graphic rape, pedophilia, and bestiality which are 

clearly in violation of Florida State Statute 847.012. 

ZERO. 

CERO. 

ZIP. 

NADA. 

零 (Ling) 

NONE. 

How does Polk County Public Schools compare to other Florida districts?  

As of August, 2023: Clay County has removed 177 sexually inappropriate books. 
Martin County has removed 98. Manatee County has removed 25. Indian River 

County has removed 34. Osceola County has removed 21 books which, 
incidentally, are ALL currently in our Polk County Public School libraries. These 

were removed by the Superintendent once the review committees decided to keep 
them. Flagler County has removed 11. Escambia has removed 9. Marion County has 

removed 6. Broward and Brevard have each removed 3. 

Polk County? ZERO. 

According to Florida Department of Education Chancellor Burns, all of these books 
are readily available for purchase online and in bookstore, no books have been 

banned in the state of Florida. 

Scan for more  information! 



 

 

 



Lucky, by Alice Sebold is available at  Lakeland Senior and Tenoroc Senior High 

 

This book was challenged and removed in Escambia, Flagler, Seminole and Clay 
County.  

 

This book contains obscene excerpts involving sexual assault/battery; sexual 
activities; sexual nudity; profanity; and drug use. 

 

Profanity includes B*tch 6, F*ck 7, and Sh*t 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Push by Sapphire is at George W. Jenkins Senior, and Ridge Community Senior 

 

This book has been challenged and removed in Escambia, Flagler, Manatee, 
Marion, Clay, and Santa Rosa Counties 

 

This book is about how a heavily sexually abused teenager’s life circumstances 
change when a new mentor teaches her to read. 

 

This book has explicit sexual activities including incest and molestation; sexual 
nudity; excessive/frequent profanity and 

derogatory terms; controversial racial commentary; drug use; and violence 
including self-harm. 

 

Profanity includes A*s 31, B*tch 47, Cr*cker 11, C*nt 3, D*ck 9, F*ggot 5, F*ck 83, 
N**ger 22, P*ss 2, P*ssy 18, P*ta 4, Sh*t 79 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



Jack of Hearts (and Other Parts) by L.C. Rosen is at Davenport Senior.  

 

This book contains aberrant sexual activities by minors; sexual nudity; 
controversial social commentary; excessive profanity; and alcohol 

and drug use by minors.  

 

Profanity includes A*s 37, B*tch 12, C*ck 21, D*ck 13, Dy*e 2, F*g/F*ggot 13, F*ck 
128, P*ss 3, P*ssy 1, Sh*t 12, and Tw*t 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Tricks, by Ellen Hopkins is available at Lake Region Senior, Lakeland Senior, 
Auburndale, Davenport, and Ridge Community Senior. It is also available as an 

eBook.  

 

This book was challenged and removed in Manatee and Clay County.  

 

This book contains sexually explicit excerpts involving minors. There are also 
excerpts containing explicit child rape and abuse; illegal drug abuse; graphic 

violence; underage alcohol consumption; and adult and child prostitution.  

 

Profanity include 16 uses of F*ck, 5 uses of sh*t, 1 use of d*ck, 6 uses of B*tch, and 
4 of a*s

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Red Hood by Elana K. Arnold is avaialble at Haines City Senior, Auburndale Senior, 
Bartow Senior, Davenport Senior, Frostproof Middle-Senior, George W. Jenkins 

Senior, Lake Gibson Senior, Lake Region Senior, Ridge Community Senior, Tenoroc 
Senior, Winter Haven Senior, and as an eBook 

 

This book was challenged and removed in Manatee and Clay County.  

 

This book contains obscene sexual activities; violence; and profanity. 4 uses of 
F*ck, 6 uses of sh*t 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Living Dead Girl by Elizabeth Scott is Lake Region Senior, George W. Jenkins Senior, 
Kathleen Senior, Lakeland Senior, Mulberry Senior, Ridge Community Senior 

 

This book has been challenged and removed at Martin and Broward Counties 

 

This book is about a teenage girl held captive by a child molester and describes her 
life in captivity and her longing to gain freedom. 

This book contains sexual activities including sexual assault and battery; sexual 
nudity; violence including child abuse; suicidal ideation; and drug use.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



All Boys Aren’t Blue by George Johnson is at Davenport Senior, Haines City Senior, 
Kathleen Senior, and Tenoroc Senior 

 

This book contains sexual nudity; sexual activities including sexual assault; 
profanity and derogatory terms; alcohol and drug use; 

and controversial racial commentary. 

 

This book was challenged and removed in Escsambia County.   

 

Profanity includes A*s 2, F*ggot/F*g 13, F*ck 2, N**ga/N**ger/N**ro 16, P*ss 1, Sh*t  11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Breathless by Jennifer Niven is at Bartow Senior, Davenport Senior, Frostproof 
Middle-Senior, George W. Jenkins Senior, Ridge Community Senior, Tenoroc Senior, 

Traviss Technical, Winter Haven Senior. 

 

This book has been challenged and removed in Clay County 

 

This book contains obscene sexual activities; sexual nudity; controversial and 
social commentary; references to suicide; profanity; and 

alcohol use by minors. 

 

Profanity includes A*s 14, D*ck 4, F*ck 42, G*dd*mn 3, P*ss 3, Sh*t 44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Jesus Land, A Memoir by Julia Scheeres is at Lake Gibson High.  It has been 
challenged and removed in Clay County Florida 

This book contains explicit sexual nudity; obscene sexual activities including 
incest; underage alcohol abuse; and profanity 

 

Profanity includes A*s 10, B*tch 2, C*nt 1, D*ck 4, F*ggot 2, F*ck 24, Ni**er 7, P*ss 
6, P*ssy 1, Sh*t 11 

 



 

 



*** Sold by Patricia McCormick is at Davenport Senior, Kathleen Senior, Ridge 
Community, Tenoroc Senior, George W. Jenkins Senior, Lakeland Senior, 

Auburndale Senior, Bartow Senior, Frostproof Middle-Senior, Lake Gibson Senior, 
Lake Region Senior, Ridge Community Senior and Traviss Technical.  

This book has been challenged and removed in Clay, Martin, and Manatee Counties 

This book contains explicit aberrant sexual activities including rape of a minor; 
prostitution; and explicit violence. 

 

 



 

 



Forever by Judy Bloom is at Auburndale Senior, George W. Jenkins Senior, Kathleen 
Senior, and Lake Gibson Senior 

 

This book has been challenged and removed in Marion and St. John's counties.   

 

This book has is about sexually explicit activity involving minors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

More Content available at 
https://booklooks.org/data/files/Book%20Looks%20Reports/H/Home%20Body.pdf 

https://booklooks.org/data/files/Book%20Looks%20Reports/H/Home%20Body.pdf


 

 







 

 



Juliet Takes a Breath by Gabby Rivera is at Haines City Senior, Mulberry Senior, 
Auburndale Senior, Davenport Senior, Lake Region Senior, Ridge Technical, and 

Tenoroc Senior. . 

 

This book has been challenged and removed from Martin and Clay counties. 

 

This book is about a young woman who learns more about herself after getting 
involved with a radical feminist she once admired. 

This book contains alternate sexualities; alcohol and drug use; excessive/frequent 
profanity and derogatory terms; controversial and 

inflammatory racial commentary; controversial historical, racial, and social 
commentary; detailed discussion of self-harm involving cutting. 

 

Profanity includes A*s 41, B*tch 8, C*nt 5, D*ke 38, F*g/F*ggot 2, F*ck 100, 
G*dd*mn 2, P*ss 1, P*ssy 33, Sh*t 71, T*t 1 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 









 

 

 

 

 

 



Identical by Ellen Hopkins is at Auburndale Senior, Davenport Senior, George W. 
Jenkins Senior, Lake Region Senior, Mulberry Senior, Kathleen, Ridge community, 

Traviss Technical, and Tenoroc Senior. 

 

This book contains explicit sexual activities including sexual assault on a minor 
child by a father, child molestation; violence including self-harm and suicidal 

ideations; profanity and derogatory terms; and drug and alcohol abuse. 

 

This book was challenged and removed in Clay County Florida. 

 

This book was challenged at every school with it in their library at Polk County 
schools, and review committees said there was profanity, violence, cruelty, 

brutality, sexual behavior, prurient behaviors, aberrant behaviors, and decided to 
keep the book on the shelves. The committees were heavily weighted with 

teachers, media specialists and staff, former staff, one or two parents, and minor 
children. If the review committees are weighted with Polk School employees and 
ex employees, and the minor children that need to be protected, no book in Polk 
County will ever be removed. The system that is in place is clearly NOT working.   

 

Profanity includes A*s 12, B*tch 9, F*ggot 1, F*ck 36, P*ss 8, Pr*ck 1, Sh*t 17 

 

 



 

 



 

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison is at Kathleen Senior, Auburndale Senior, 
Davenport Senior, Frostproof Middle-Senior, George W. Jenkins Senior, Haines City 
Senior, Lake Gibson Senior, Lake Region Senior, Lakeland Senior, Ridge Community 

Senior, Tenoroc Senior, and as an eBook.  

 

This book has been challenged and removed in Clay and Martin Counties.  



This book contains profanity and derogatory terms; sexual activities including 
sexual assault and molestation; alcohol use; inflammatory racial and religious 

commentary and references 

Profanity includes A*s, B*tch, C*on, F*ck, and N**ger 

 

 

 

 





 

 



Almost Perfect by Brian Katcher is at Haines City Senior, and Lake Gibson Senior 

 

This book was challenged and removed in Martin County. 

 

This book is about a teenage boy that falls in love with a transgender male. 

The book contains sexual nudity; sexual activities; gender ideologies; profanityand 
derogatory terms.  

Profanity includes A*s 18, B*tch 7, C*ck 2, D*ck 3, F*g/F*ggot 8, F*ck 16, P*ss 10, 
Pr*ck 2, P*ssy 1, Sh*t 21, T*t 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur is at George W. Jenkins Senior, Kathleen Senior, Lake 
Region Senior, and Winter Haven Senior.  

 

This book has been challenged and removed at Clay, Bradford and Marion Counties 

 

This book contains illustrations depicting non-sexual nudity; sexual activities 
including sexual assault. 

 

Cartoon illustrations include two nude people laying back to front with their hand 
resting on the outer thigh of the other, a nude woman lying on her side, spread legs 

with the words "the goddess between your legs makes mouths water", a nude 
woman lying on her side with pubic hair. 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 



 

 



 

 

The Haters by Jesse Andrews is at Davenport Senior, Frostproof Middle-Senior, 
Lake Region Senior, and as an eBook 

 

This book contains obscene sexual activities; sexual commentary; and 
excessive/frequent profanity 

 

Profanity Includes A*s 18, B*tch 6, C*nt 1, D*ck 77, F*ck 196, G*dd*mn 6, P*ss 10, 
P*ssy 5, Sh*t 121 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Polk County Public Schools has not followed their current policy in ANY book 
challenge. Violations of Policy 2522 are highlighted. Contrary to statements made 

by the Superintendent, Policy is the standard that MUST be adhered to, not 
Procedure. The current Procedures do not align with the rule, or Policy.  

 

 

 
Book 

Policy Manual 

Section 

2000 Program 

Title 

CHALLENGES TO ADOPTION OR USE OF INSTRUCTIONAL, LIBRARY, OR READING LIST MATERIALS 

Code 

po2522 

Status 

Active 

Adopted 

October 25, 2022 

 
 
 
2522 - CHALLENGES TO ADOPTION OR USE OF INSTRUCTIONAL, LIBRARY, OR READING LIST MATERIALS 
  
The following individuals may contest the adoption of a specific instructional material, or object to the use of 
specific material used in a classroom, made available in a school library, or included on a reading list: 
  

A. parent of a student in the district; and 
  

B. resident of the county. 

  
For purposes of this policy, "parent" means a parent of a student enrolled in the District's schools. 
"Resident" means a person residing in the county who has maintained their residence in Florida for the 
preceding year, has purchased a home that is occupied by them as their residence, or has established a 
domicile in Florida pursuant to F.S. 222.17. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Objections to Material Used in Classrooms, Made Available in School Library, or Included On a Reading List  
  
Parents and residents of the county may object to the use of a specific instructional material in the 
classroom, made available in a school library, or included on a reading list, based on the criteria set forth in 
F.S. 1006.28(2)(a)2. or F.S. 1014.05(1)(c). 
  
Parents and residents of the county should make any such objection in writing to the principal on the form 
prescribed by the District, identifying the specific instructional material and stating the basis for the 
objection. 
  
The principal will review the objection and may meet with the teacher or parents/resident, or both, in an 
attempt to resolve the objection, using an alternative instructional material. If the objection is not resolved 

to the objector's satisfaction, the principal shall refer the matter to the appropriate District-level curriculum 
supervisor. 
  
The District-level curriculum supervisor will meet with the objector and attempt to resolve the objection. The 
objector is further permitted to provide any evidence it desires to the District-level curriculum supervisor to 
consider as set forth in F.S. 1006.28(2)(a)2. a. and b. If the objection is not resolved to the objector's 
satisfaction, the matter may be appealed within fifteen (15) business days of receipt using the appeals 
process below. 
  

The above has not been done in any challenge 

 
Appeals Process for Objections to Material Used in Classrooms, Made Available in the School Library, or Included On a 
Reading List 
  
All challenges under this policy shall be addressed as follows: 
  

A. The complaint's original complaint form shall be used as the basis for appeal.  
  

B. Upon receipt of the information, the Superintendent after advising the Board of the complaint, 
shall appoint a review committee which shall consist of: 
  

1. Regional Superintendent supervising the school bringing the challenge; 
  

2. Senior Coordinator for Library Media Services; 
  

3. Director of Curriculum and Instruction and/or Curriculum Specialist (representative of content area); 
  

4. A teacher from the appropriate content area and level - Secondary should have an English/Language Arts 
teacher; 
  

5. A Library Media Specialist representative of the grade level of the material in question; 
  

6. Three (3) parents - (one (1) SAC committee member from the school bringing the challenge, two (2) SAC 
committee members representing the same grade division in the District); and  
  

7. Board member representing the school bringing the challenge 

 

No board member has been on a challenge committee, 2 to 3 minor children have 
been on  challenge committees, and less than 3 parents are on many of the 
challenge committees.  

 
  



C. The Superintendent shall be an ex officio member of the committee. 
  

D. The committee, in evaluating the questioned material, shall be guided by the following criteria: 
  

1. the appropriateness of the material for the age and maturity level of the students with 

whom it is being used 
  

2. the accuracy of the material 
  

3. the objectivity of the material 
  

4. the use being made of the material 
  

E. The material in question will not be available for use pending the committee's recommendation to 
the Superintendent. 
  

F. The committee's recommendation shall be reported to the Superintendent in writing within fifteen 
(15) business days following the formation of the committee. The Superintendent will advise the 
complaint, in writing, of the committee's recommendation and their recommendation. 
  

G. The complainant may appeal this decision, within thirty (15) business days, to the Board through a 
written request to the Superintendent, who shall forward the request and all written material 
relating to the matter to the Board. 
  

H. The Board will review the case, including all evidence proffered by the complainant, during a 
publicly noticed Board meeting. The Board shall announce during the meeting whether the 
challenged material meets the requirements of this Policy. The complainant shall submit any 
additional evidence for the Board's consideration no later than seven (7) days before the meeting at 
which the Board will consider the challenge. 

  
No challenged material may be removed from the curriculum or from a collection of resource materials 
except by action of the Board, and no challenged material may be removed solely because it presents ideas 
that may be unpopular or offensive to some. Any Board action to remove material will be accompanied by 
the Board's statement of its reasons for the removal. 
  
The Board shall discontinue use of any material challenged under this policy if it contains content that is 
pornographic or prohibited under F.S. 847.012, is not suited to student needs and their ability to 
comprehend the material presented, or is inappropriate for the grade level and age group for which the 
material is used. 
  

At what age is detailed rape by fist appropriate for a minor child? (Lucky by Alice 
Sebold)? 
 
At what age is detailed rough sex involving minors, explicit child rape and abuse, 
graphic violence, and adult and child prostitution appropriate for a minor child. 
(Tricks, challenged at the beginning of 2022 and approved by the review committee 
that did was formed in a completely different manner that the Polk County School 
Board policy.) No response to appeal filed in Sept 2022 . 
 
The decision of the Board shall be final. 

 

 

 



Please contact the Polk County School Board members and ask 
for these books to be removed from our taxpayer funded public 

school libraries.  

If a parent wants their minor child to have access to this content, 
it is readily available from Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and 

thriftbooks.com 

 

 Dr. William Allen, District 1 

Phone: 863-546-8141  Email: william.allen01@polk-fl.net 

Lori Cunningham, District 2 

Phone: 863-534-0529  Email: lori.cunningham@polk-fl.net 

Rick Nolte, District 3 

Phone: 863-534-0529  Email: rick.nolte@polk-fl.net 

Sara Beth (Reynolds) Wyatt, District 4 

Phone: 863-604-2023  Email: sarabeth.wyatt@polk-fl.net 

Kay Fields, District 5 

Phone: 863-802-5483  Email: kay.fields@polk-fl.net 

Justin Sharpless, District 6 

Phone: 863-534-0529  Email: justin.sharpless@polk-fl.net 

Lisa Miller, District 7 

Phone: 863-698-6240  Email: lisa.miller@polk-fl.net 

All board members receive physical mail at  

Address: P.O. Box 391, Bartow, FL 33831 
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